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Using Nighttime Falconry for Roosting
Blackbird Abatement at Dallas/Fort Worth
International Airport

Cathy Boyles, Wildlife Administrator
DFW Airport
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DFW Airport Overview

DFW Airport is located in Texas ;A

along a major path of the Central

Flyway- one of four North American X =

migratory bird routes. '

Migratory species in addition to year :

round residents pose a challenge for §

the airport . -
Atlantic Flyway Wi X
Mississippi Flyway ' . -
Central Flyway ek .
Pacific Flyway &

http://birding.about.com/od/birdingbasics/ss/North-America-
Migration-Flyways.htm
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DFW Airport Overview

18,000+ acres

Fifty five percent of land area is
developed.

Operations numbers typically exceed
600,000 flights annually.
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DFW Airport Overview

A Birds, migratory and resident,
pose the biggest wildlife
challenge

A Contributing attractants to bird
activity are human activity and
development:

A Construction

Mowing operations

Leaseholders

Employees

Surrounding development
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DFW Airport Design

A Original design and
landscape scheme
contributes to bird challenges

A Live Oaks central to original
landscape theme in
Developed Areas, including
Terminals A, B, C, and E

A Live Oaks green year round
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DFW Airport Design

ADFW Airportos |
designed to be aesthetically
pleasing to customers

A Birds find it attractive too
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Winter time Roosting Activity

A Roosting blackbirds attracted
to the area seasonally, during
the winter months

A Protection/shelter

A Bird populations increased
over the years
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Deterrent methods

A Deterrent methods tried:
Fake snakes

Lights

Netting

Limb clearing/thinning
Pyrotechnics
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A Deterrent methods not tried:
Grape Fog

Lasers

Compressed Air/Water
Tree removal
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An Alternate Method

A 2007 contact with a Master
Falconer with a proposal to
assist
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Why Falconry?

Natural Biological method

Operational deployment timing
optimal

Environmentally green- no
chemicals

Minimal noise/intrusion
Positive favorable results
Public response favorable
Prey is consumed or donated
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A Beta test was scheduled




